
When Michelangelo was painting the frescoes on the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel, he spent endless hours lying on scaffolding perfecting the details. A
friend, curious about why he took such pains with work that would only be
seen from a distance, asked, “But who’ll know whether or not it’s perfect?”
Michelangelo replied, “I will!”

Attention to detail. Sweating the small stuff. That’s what separates the
extraordinary from the typical. If you learn to handle the details of your life,
you’ll be in a better position to excel. So, here are two tips to help you make a
difference:
• Time Management: PLAN your time. Plan your week the week before (for
instance, on Sunday evenings when there’s really nothing else to do, right?),
and plan your day the day before (like in that hour just before dinner when
nothing good is on TV and you’re looking for something to do.)
• Money Management: TRACK your spending. Use whatever software you have
available to keep track of where your money goes. Every penny. Set your
priorities: giving, saving, and spending – in that order. Review your records
each week, so you know where you’re spending more than you think you are,
and you know how much you have left.

If you take care of the little things, they won’t turn into big problems!

“I plan to become a high
school math teacher. I want
to encourage and inspire
students like my teachers did
for me. They cared for me
and prayed for me. They
weren’t afraid to push me to
become the best I could be.”
Charis Chinn  Class of 2009  Seattle Christian School  Seattle, WA

Charis has a lot more to say to her fellow Class of 2009 graduates. Check out the video 
on the Green Disc
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