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48 MODERN WORSHIP SECTION

IS OUR WORSHIP TIME 
BUILDING A FOUNDATION OF CERTAINTY?

By Lincoln Brewster

Look back over the past couple of years 
or maybe just the past two days. Are there 
“stand-out” moments that you can picture 
like snapshots? Or, does time whirl by?

For me, the last few years have been a 
whirlwind—raising two growing boys who 
are busy with school, friends, and church; 
being the best husband I can be to my 
wife Laura; serving full-time at church; 
finding time to write and record. Honestly, 
weeks go by in a blur sometimes.

But sometimes everything comes to a 
grinding stop. Sometimes your life takes 
on a surreal feel and you wonder if your 
world is falling apart. This actually hap-
pened to me a few months ago and those 
feelings of fear, dread, and relief are still 
raw. I was about four days into recording a 
new album (Oxygen) when Laura, my wife 
of 20 years, was rushed to the ER.

On the surface, she required a routine 
surgery to remove her gallbladder. But 
when a radiologist friend who attends our 
church viewed Laura’s scans, he noticed 
that her appendix looked odd. So on his 
recommendation, the surgeon removed 
both her gallbladder and her appendix. 
Afterwards, we learned that Laura had a 
rare form of appendicle cancer. That news 
hit us like a wrecking ball. Suddenly, we 
found ourselves in oncologists’ offices, 
facing the big “C” while praying for direc-
tion and a miracle.

In the middle of our crisis, our good 
friends had their world crumble when their 
21-year-old son was killed in a car acci-
dent. More questions, more sadness, and 
more fear.

A week later, Laura was admitted to the 
hospital for a follow-up surgery to remove 
part of her intestine, and this surgery was 
no joke. She would have to spend a week 
in the hospital and then we would have to 
wait a week to find out if any cancer had 

spread. If it had—well, let’s just say we 
prayed we wouldn’t face that road. It was 
all very scary and overwhelming. 

While I sat in Laura’s hospital room as she 
recovered, I would work on new songs, 
sometimes in the middle of the night. I 
caught myself asking if I was writing songs 
that she could sing—songs of truth that 
she could latch onto and believe in, songs 
that would encourage her. I remembered 
my good friend Paul Baloche once said 
that I should always ask, “What words do 
I want to put in people’s mouths to sing 
back to God?” These songs needed to 
work—they needed to be honest, truthful, 
and hopeful!

Between Laura’s cancer and our friends’ 
loss, we desperately craved clarity—our 
heads and hearts were shouting, “WHY?”

Over the years, I’ve learned with time and 
trials that clarity isn’t actually what we 
need. It’s certainty. During those earth-
shattering moments, what we need is to 
be reminded of the certainty of God—that 
He loves us, that He will never forsake us, 
and that He has a plan for us.

So I ask you, are you speaking truth to 
your students? Are you singing truths as 
you meet together? Are you filling their 
lives and hearts with certainty in God? Is 
your worship time building a foundation?

We mix up facts and truth all the time, but 
truth doesn’t change because of facts. 
My job as a worship leader is to sing 
and speak truth, whether I feel it or not. 
Whether the facts of our lives seem to 
match up or not, the truth is that we exist 
to praise God. And sometimes, even when 
you don’t feel like it, you have to show up 
out of pure faithfulness. If I can encourage 
you today, know this: as you teach, lead, 
and worship together, you are building that 
certainty in your students.

Don’t feel like praising God? Yeah, I don’t 
always feel like it either. Do it anyway. 
That’s why it’s called a “sacrifice of praise.”

And when you show up, focus on the 
certainties of God in the middle of your 
uncertainty. Just breathe in and exhale 
and put one foot in front of the other until 
you finish what He has put you here to do. 
Sometimes that sacrifice is the greatest “in 
spirit and in truth” worship moment you 
can have.

I’m beyond grateful to tell you that my wife 
is now cancer free. Though in this season 
I’m finding it quite easy to praise God, I 
know that there will again come a time 
when my faith will be tested and I will have 
to lean on everything that I’m certain of, 
not just the things that I can see or that 
make sense.
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