
1238 For your next devotional reading, go to page 1242.

time and a half
Love. it’s a simple word, but the realization of its power 

can be elusive. in these verses, paul presents some 
tender and poetic descriptions of what love is —  and 

what it is not. a person can make impressive sacrifices 
without ever really loving others. this approach is the 

polar opposite of what god meant sacrifice to be.

Read  1  Co  R in  th i  ans  13

The love of God is miraculous in its transforming power. It has no memory of insult or injury; it sees 
only the best, the possible, the image of God himself reflected in the beloved. It’s this type of love 
that we are to emulate in how we treat each other as children of God.

I don’t know how we’re going to keep this place open without Jason,” Pastor Pettibone sighed 
as he stared out at the gymnasium filled with children skipping rope, shooting basketballs, 
braiding hair and standing around laughing. Less than a week earlier, Jason Williams, who 

had run the after-school program in this impoverished Baltimore neighborhood, had died of com-
plications from diabetes.

Pettibone was talking to Ricky Garcia, a former student of the program. “I can switch shifts at 
work and take it on for a little while. I’d hate to see what Coach Williams built disappear overnight,” 
Ricky offered. Williams had mentored Ricky by encouraging him to stay in school and graduate. After 
graduation, he had helped him get a job.

The very next day Ricky transferred to the graveyard shift and arrived at the gym early to meet 
the children after school. After only a week, he knew each of the 70 kids by name. He discovered 
in himself a sincere passion to help them. After all, he knew exactly what it was like to be in their 
position. Within a month, Ricky had secured an anonymous donor to help update the equipment and 
provide books for a small lending library.

One afternoon when Pastor Pettibone stopped by to offer Ricky some encouragement, he was 
astonished to see many of the children sitting in a circle on the gym floor, listening to Ricky read the 
Bible aloud. The kids eagerly answered questions, excitement and pride illuminating their faces.

As Ricky dismissed the children, the pastor approached him. “I know the donor asked to remain 
anonymous, but can’t you give me a hint? What I’m seeing here is remarkable.”

The young man shuffled his feet a bit. “Thanks, but Coach Williams gave his life for me and these 
kids; this is the least I can do. Besides, night shift pays time and a half.”

 what do you see as the most poweRful veRse in this chapteR? why?

 how has the love of god changed youR life?

 Ricky gaRcia made some big changes in his life to be able to mentoR the kids 
in the afteR-school pRogRam. what aRe some paRticulaR actions god’s love 
has pRompted you to take?
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