
1210 For your next devotional reading, go to page 1213.

gRace and faithfulness
paul’s letter to the romans is an invaluable 
resource for the Christian who is thinking 

through some of life’s most difficult 
questions. it emphasizes again and again our 
need for god and the sufficiency of his grace 

and faithfulness for our salvation.

Read  Romans 3

Even the apostle Paul struggled with sin after his conversion. Indeed, we are reminded that no one, 
as the writer laments, seeks God (see verse 11) or satisfies his glory (see verse 23). Even so, we are 
often surprised when we are reminded that great Chris tian leaders remain in need of God’s saving 
grace.

Intellectually gifted and sharp-tongued, even at 12 years old, Gilbert knew that he wanted 
nothing to do with the sacred world of the church. By the time he was 16, he had decided 
it was impossible to really know anything about God —  if there even was a God. He thought 

and wrote and argued convincingly into his 20s, developing a reputation for his “insight” and wit. 
Gilbert enjoyed being popular. Yet at times he wondered about the meaning of life, the point and end 
of it all. During such times, his mind would turn toward suicide, and he would become disturbingly 
fascinated by the questions death would answer and the pain it would presumably end.

Later on, when perspective and religious conviction took hold of him, G. K. Chesterton would recall 
the “doubts and morbidities” of his youth as one of the stepping-stones on his journey toward faith 
in Christ. Most of those who, in those later years, knew him personally or through his writing were 
surprised to find that a man of such conviction, clever humor and articulate belief could ever have 
struggled with the absurdity of life “under the sun,” as the author of Ecclesiastes put it. But Chester-
ton would be the first to remind them that without Christ, none of us has anything in which to hope. 
Each of us, however talented or well liked, has sinned against God and would have been compelled 
to stand before him in abject guilt and despair —  were it not for Christ’s saving intervention.

 do you have a stRong sense of youR need foR god? explain.

 ReRead Romans 3:21 – 31 and ask god to help you see his Role in youR life moRe 
cleaRly.

 each of us does well to be humbled by Romans 3:23 and the stoRies of those 
gReat chRistians who Recognized theiR undeniable need foR god. what aReas 
of youR life most uRgently RequiRe god’s inteRvention?

0310442575_int_06_rom_rev_NIV_College_Devo_cs5_FINAL.indd   1210 8/23/12   5:09 PM


